
Holy Week Family Worship

Palm Sunday 

Triumphal Entry 

Read: Matthew 21:1-11, 
Zechariah 9:9 

Discuss:  

• What Old Testament 
prophets are quoted in 
this passage?  

• How did the people 
celebrate Jesus’ arrival? 

• How can we celebrate 
Jesus today? 

Sing: “Hosanna” (See links 
page for alternate song each 
day.) 

Read Aloud: Psalm 118:1-2, 
19-29 

Family Activity: Write 
praises to God on each 
frond of the palm branch. 

You will need: palm frond 
print-out, marker

Monday 

Cleansing the Temple 

Read: Matthew 21:12-17 

Discuss:  

• Who does Jesus throw 
out of the temple? Why? 

• What does this tell us 
about God’s opinion 
about sin? 

• You are a temple of the 
Holy Spirit (1Cor. 3:16)— 
what would Jesus want 
to cleanse from your life 
today? 

Sing: “Whiter Than Snow” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 51 

Family Activity: Build a 
temple out of blocks or 
play-doh. Talk about the 
kinds of traits we want in 
our “temple.” 

You will need: building/art 
supplies

Tuesday 

Anointing at Bethany 

Read: Matthew 26: 6-13 

Discuss: 

• What is surprising about 
this act of worship? 

• Who is upset about it? 
Why? 

• What reward did the 
woman receive for her 
act of worship? 

• How can we make 
sacrifices for the Lord 
that are worshipful and 
not wasteful? 

Sing: “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 16 

Family Activity: Cut shapes 
out of felt and spray 
perfume on it. Wear it on a 
button or pinned to shirt to 
remind you of the story.  

You will need: felt squares, 
scissors, perfume

Wednesday 

Plan to Betray Jesus 

Read: Matthew 26:14-16, 
Zechariah 11:12 

Discuss: 

• Who was the person 
planning to betray 
Jesus? What do we know 
about him? 

• Read John 13:2-5. What 
is Jesus’ reaction to the 
knowledge that Judas 
will betray him? 

• What does it mean to 
love as Jesus loves us 
(John 13: 34-35)? 

Sing:  “Grace Greater Than 
Our Sin” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 70 

Family Activity: Hide 30 
silver coins and have 
children find them.  

You will need: nickels, 
dimes or quarters



Holy Week Family Worship

Maundy Thursday 

Prayers in Gethsemane 

Read: Matthew 26:36-46 

Discuss: 

• Who did Jesus ask to 
pray for him? Did they? 

• What “cup” is Jesus 
referring to in His 
prayer? 

• Where in your life can 
you better say, “Not my 
will, but Yours?” 

Sing: “ I Surrender All” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 42 

Family Activity: Go outside 
together and pray. (Gather 
sticks for tomorrow’s 
activity!) 

Watch Pastor Tyler’s 
Maundy Thursday message 
as a family (7 pm on 
Facebook). 

Good Friday 

The Crucifixion 

Read: Matthew 27: 1-2, 
15-56 

Discuss:  

• Describe the kinds of 
humiliations Jesus 
endured during this 
time. 

• Jesus’ death should have 
been ours. How do you 
feel knowing He did all 
this for you? 

• How can we respond to 
Jesus’ sacrifice? 

Sing:  “When I Survey” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 69 

Family Activity: Make a 
cross out of sticks and 
string. 

You will need: Small sticks/
twigs, dental floss or twine.

Holy Saturday 

The Guard at the Tomb 

Read: Matthew 27:62-66 

Discuss: 

• Why did the Pharisees 
ask Pilate for a guard? 

• How did they refer to 
Jesus in their request? 

• What measures did they 
take to try to keep Jesus 
in the tomb? 

Sing: “The Old Rugged 
Cross” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 22 

Family Activity: Make 
Easter Story Cookies. 
(Recipe attached.) 

You will need: recipe, 
pecans, vinegar, egg whites, 
salt, sugar, vanilla (optional), 
tape

Easter Sunday 

He is Risen! 

Read: Matthew 28:1-10 

Discuss:  

• What happened to the 
Pharisees’ guards and 
stone? 

• Who were the first to 
hear the message and 
see the risen Jesus? 

• How did they respond to 
the news? How should 
we? 

Sing: “Christ the Lord is 
Risen Today” 

Read Aloud: Psalm 98 

Family Activity: Explain the 
story of your Easter cookies 
to a friend or family 
member. Praise the Risen 
Savior!



Holy Week Family Worship

Daily Music Links: 

Sunday: Hosanna (Praise is Rising)- https://youtu.be/3F1ADeQcIIU  

Monday: Give Us Clean Hands- https://youtu.be/T9dDrK2a3Os?t=65 

Tuesday: Be Thou My Vision- https://youtu.be/v5sQZs4ZF_0 

Wednesday: Reckless Love: https://youtu.be/ZLFak6N04GY  

Thursday: White Flag- https://youtu.be/kFdxqfEpRqw  

Friday: It Is Finished- https://youtu.be/y7PRfnXDihQ  

Saturday: Were You There When They Crucified My Lord-  https://youtu.be/uhGYD1svTM4 

Sunday: Living Hope- https://youtu.be/u-1fwZtKJSM  

Scan the QR Code to see the whole playlist on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/3F1ADeQcIIU
https://youtu.be/T9dDrK2a3Os?t=65
https://youtu.be/v5sQZs4ZF_0
https://youtu.be/ZLFak6N04GY
https://youtu.be/kFdxqfEpRqw
https://youtu.be/y7PRfnXDihQ
https://youtu.be/uhGYD1svTM4
https://youtu.be/u-1fwZtKJSM
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Tuesday Activity:  

Take a small piece of felt and cut a shape that you associate with today’s story: a jug, perfume 
bottle, crown, or cross (anything with a solid center). If you’d like, decorate it with markers or 
stickers,  and then cut a slit in the middle to act as a button hole. Place the shape on a couple 
of paper towels and spray it with perfume. Don’t soak it! Slip the fabric shape onto a button so 
you can carry the scent and story with you for the rest of the day.  
(Alternately, cut out the shape, but leave out the middle slit. Simply use a safety pin to clip it 
to your shirt!) 

Friday Activity: 

Gather sticks and twigs that have some straight sections and about the same diameter. For each 
cross, cut two pieces, one about 4.5-inches, and another, about 2.5-inches. Position the two 
sticks to form a cross. Secure the two pieces together using a length of dental floss and 
wrapping around and in a criss-cross direction. Finish with a square knot in the back. 
(Optional: Secure your cross to a rock with some play-doh, putty, or hot glue for a standing 
display.) 

Saturday Activity: 

Easter Story Cookies 
Ingredients: 
1 cup 
pecan 
halves 

1 tsp. distilled white vinegar  
3 egg whites  
1 pinch salt 

1 cup sugar  
1 tsp. vanilla (optional)  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Easter Story Cookie Directions: 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. 

 Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces. Set 
aside.  Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He was beaten by the Roman soldiers.  Read John 19:1-3. 

 Let each child smell the vinegar.  Put vinegar into mixing bowl.  Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, 
He was given vinegar to drink.  Read John 19:28-30. 

 Add egg whites to vinegar.  Eggs represent life.  Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life.  Read John 
10:10-11. 

 Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand.  Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.  Explain that this 
represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sin.  Read Luke 23:27. 

 So far, the ingredients are not very appetizing.  Add 1 cup sugar (and vanilla, if using). Explain that the sweetest 
part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us.  He wants us to know and belong to Him.  Read Psalm 34:8 and 
John 3:16. 

 Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.  Explain that the color white 
represents the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus.  Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3. 

 Fold in broken nuts.  Drop by teaspoons onto a cookie sheet covered in parchment paper.  Explain that each 
mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid.  Read Matthew 27:57-60. 

  Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF.  Give each child a piece of tape and seal 
the oven door.  Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed.  Read Matthew 27:65-66. 

 Go to bed!  Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight.  Jesus' followers were in 
despair when the tomb was sealed.  Read John 16:20 and 22. 

 On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie.  Notice the cracked surface and take a bite.  The 
cookies are hollow!  On the first Easter, Jesus' followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty.  Read Matthew 
28:1-9.


